Stem-cell safety
Regulations for the safe clinical use of stem cells and other "investigational agents" approved by the Texas Medical Board on 13 April have been criticized for being too permissive and opening the door to the sale of dubious treatments. They require those who wish to provide stem cells to patients to gain approval either from the US Food and Drug Administration, which requires most stem-cell treatments to be clinically verified, or from an institutional review board. The latter hurdle is likely to be lower. The rules were introduced by Governor Rick 
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Antibiotic curb
Spurred by long-running concerns about the rise of resistant strains of bacteria, the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced on 11 April a multi-pronged initiative to cut back on the use of antibiotics in farm animals. Guidance documents recommend that drug firms remove 'growth' and 'production' uses from their product labels; that farmers use certain antibiotics only for therapeutic purposes; and that veterinary surgeons step in as watchdogs. Because these measures are voluntary for the moment, sceptics say that the initiative lacks the punch of robust regulation. See go.nature.com/nwn2nf for more. 
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China ethics
More than 1,000 Chinese science journals administered by the China Association for Science and Technology in Beijing have jointly declared a code of ethics to prevent academic misconduct. State media reported on 10 April that publishers would punish editors who knowingly published plagiarized articles or abused their positions. The statement comes a month after China's education ministry launched an effort to curb scientific misconduct at universities.
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Sumatra quake
Seismologists were surprised at the power of an undersea earthquake of magnitude 8.6 off the west coast of Aceh on the Indonesian island of Sumatra on 11 April. The quake caused few fatalities, and there was no major tsunami because it was at a 'strike-slip' fault, in which sections of crust rub together horizontally, rather than thrusting over or under each other. It may be the largest known such quake, apart from one of magnitude 8.6 in northeast India and Tibet in 1950. See go.nature.com/ nwcg7a for more.
Satellite silence
Officials with the European Space Agency (ESA) say that they have lost contact with Envisat, the agency's premier Earth-observing satellite. Launched in 2002, the satellite is billed as the most sophisticated environmental monitor in orbit, with ten instruments providing streams
Astrophysicist death
No criminal charges will be brought over the death of astrophysicist Steven Rawlings of the University of Oxford, UK. Rawlings was found dead at the home of his friend and fellow Oxford academic Devinder Sivia in January (see go.nature.com/kuiphg). Sivia was arrested and released
Scientists arrested
The arrest of two scientists in one week by police in Kolkata has triggered outrage in India. Ambikesh Mahapatra, a
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Biologist sacked
Protein crystallographer Robert Schwarzenbacher has been fired by the University of Salzburg in Austria following allegations that he fabricated the molecular structure of a version of a birch-pollen allergen, published in the Journal of Immunology in 2010 (N. Zaborsky et al. J. Immunol. 184, 725-735; 2010 
